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As winter has heavily hit us in Michigan, I hope that every one of my
colleagues in FCSEM is doing well and is staying warm.
It was great to see so many of you in attendance at the annual
conference held in November at Western Michigan University (WMU). We
were blessed once again to have WMU and Charles Bruce welcome
FCSEM with open arms and help support our mission of providing
quality FCS curriculum throughout state educational facilities.
Kudos also go out to Kathie Beck and Jennifer Warner-Leja for putting together a conference with so
much relevance and rigor. Attendees left with so many positive feelings after the conference. A few
comments that were made included: “The conference was great and I got many takeaways,” “I learned
SO much and I am thankful I was able to attend,” and “I will de nitely come back next year.” Kathie and
Jennifer have de nitely left two large pairs of shoes to ll as our former Conference Coordinators.
Sadly, after countless years serving as FCSEM Board members and as Conference Coordinators,
Kathie and Jennifer announced their resignation from the Board. Kathie will nally be enjoying
complete retirement and Jennifer has taken on a new position in administration in addition to
completing her Ph.D. at Michigan State University.
With that, the FCSEM Board is actively seeking individuals to serve on the Board as Web Liaison and to
hire as our Conference Coordinators. Please see our postings on Facebook regarding the positions
and look for more information in this newsletter.
Again, my thanks go out to Kathie Beck and Jennifer Warner-Leja for all of the decades that they have
committed to FCSEM. I am thankful and grateful for having served with them on the Board. I am so
proud to have worked with two such consummate professionals in FCS education and I wish them all
the best of their future endeavors.

Michigan FCS Curriculum Update!
Michigan has updated our Standards! Here are the updated
segment titles. Some districts are adopting these as their class titles,
however, if your school runs courses that are not using these titles,
nd the segment that most closely relates to your course to align
your standards.

Parenting and Family Studies
Nutrition and Food Services
Consumer and Family Finance
Development Across the Lifespan
Health and Wellness
Design (Interior and Textiles)
Hospitality Services
Early Childhood Education and Development

If you have any questions please contact Elaine Blake at
blakeela@dewittschools.net

New CEHD agreement awards qualifying
Michigan high school students college
credit for career and technical education
courses
After over a year of planning, WMU can now formally announce that
MDE has allowed us to grant articulated credit for CTE courses, including
most high school FCS courses. Each student completes a special
application, along with their school. Here is the formal announcement that we made on our college
website. Any interested students/schools direct should direct inquiries to Chuck Bruce at WMU. With
some paperwork, we should be able to nd six credits for most students who complete high school
CTE or FCS programs.

WMU is also proud to announce scholarship opportunities for students who are interested in
becoming a CTE teacher. If you have a student who is interested in learning more, please contact
Chuck Bruce at Charles.r.bruce@wmich.edu

Congrats to Allie Svoboda St. Johns FCS
teacher, Conference Honorarium
Recipient!
Scholarship Description: The FCSEM Teacher Candidate
Conference Scholarship is available to choose college students who
are actively seeking a degree as a Family and Consumer Sciences
Educator and are currently complete Pre-Intern Teaching or Intern
Teaching.
The scholarship pays for the cost of the annual FCSEM Conference
attendance (not including lodging). This allows college students the
chance to meet and network with current FCS teachers, as well as
gain knowledge and experience they can use in their future
classrooms.
Stay Tuned! Information about nominating a college student for
this scholarship will be posted in the Spring/Summer newsletter.

DO YOU KNOW AN OUTSTANDING MICHIGAN FCS TEACHER?
Also looking for applications from FCCLA Students to receive a
$1,000 scholarship. Nominate or apply using the form below!

FCSEM Teacher of the Year Nomination
* Required

Your Name (First and Last) *
Your answer

Your Email *

2019 FCCLA Application $1,000
Student Scholarship
Please pass this form on to any FCCLA student who would like to apply for a $1,000
scholarship!
* Required

First Name *
Your answer

Highlights from the FCSEM Fall Conference!

Breakout Box

Networking Over
Breakfast

Conference
Coordinators

The FCS Fall Conference was a BLAST!
Here's what people had to say:
Loved having the conference at WMU! It is fun and youthful.
Nice, friendly & comfortable atmosphere. Great presentations and food! Really enjoyed being
here!
FCS Curriculum update was fantastic!!!
Awesome! Love learning this info on Nutrition & Food Choices related to my class (Dorothy)
Always love when Sue Nottingham comes because she gives such hands-on activities to go use
now! Can't wait to add some "Hooks" to my classroom to capture my student's attention.
Google Classroom workshop and Goobrics seminar were very helpful. I've already implemented
the concepts I've learned.
Loved the active learning tools such as the breakout box and ways to get your students moving
and thinking in class.
I enjoyed the human tra cking information and the presentation about vaping. These are fastgrowing problems, it was great to get fresh information on these topics to bring back to my
classroom and district.
So many improvements! Good to have a professional teach us on what’s new.
We value ALL the feedback we received and will use it to plan and improve the conference each year!!
Do you have ideas for the upcoming FCS Conference and would like to be involved in the planning,
please see the job posting for Conference Coordinators!

WMU Faculty and Career Connections in the Field of FCS!
We heard from some of the FCS Faculty at WMU during the FCSEM Fall Conference and were excited
to hear about how the careers in the eld of FCS are changing and thriving! Here is a list of the faculty
members we heard from as well as their websites for contact information to help your students make
future career connections:

Caroline Webber is an associate professor in the Dietetics program. Most of her students
become professional dieticians.
Francisco Cordero is a Faculty Specialist in the Food Service Operations & Sustainability
program. Most of his students work in a variety of roles involving food and sustainability. Some
of his graduates go on to open restaurants, while others work in various parts of the food

industry.
Mary Beth Janssen is an Assistant Professor in the Interior Design Program. Most of her
students go on to be interior designers.
Mary Simpson is an Assistant Professor in the Fashion Merchandising and Design program at
WMU. Her students go on to work in a variety of careers including designers, buyers, and
merchandisers in the fashion and apparel industries.
Chuck Bruce is an Instructor of Workforce Education and Development at WMU. Most of his
students become FCS teachers, Business teachers, or Industrial Technology teachers.

Nutrition Updates

Dinner Meet Up
Out On The Town

Feedback Hacks!

Join the FCSEM Board! We Have a Spot for
YOU!!
If you are passionate about keeping FCS programs thriving in Michigan,
want a chance to connect with other FCS teachers across the state
throughout the year and want to be a part of our dynamic FCSEM State
Board, then we have a spot for you! Consider getting involved as we
have the following positions open:
Web Liaison - Tasks include maintenance of the website (fcsem.org), evaluating and editing
information to be posted on the website, and answering any questions regarding the website.
Conference Coordinators (This is a paid/non-board member position) Tasks include working
with the FCSEM Board to plan the location, date, mission, fees, and direction of the 2019
conference.

A big THANK YOU to our newest Board Members: David Julien, Lisa Boulding, and Martha Ware.
David Julien has taken on the role of Legislation Liaison, Lisa Boulding is our new
Awards/Scholarships Chairperson, and Martha Ware will be handling Promotions. Thank you again
for your service David, Lisa, and Martha and welcome to the Board.
Please contact the current FCSEM President, Anne Ribby, at ribbyann@gmail.com if you have any
questions regarding or interest in any of the open positions.

UPCOMING EVENT: Focus on Being & Self-Compassion A HalfDay Mindfulness Retreat with Optional Lunch Meet-Up
SELF CARE & INFORMATION ON IMPLEMENTING MINDFULNESS IN THE CLASSROOM?

YES PLEASE!
Winter is the perfect time for inviting silence and re ection and shift our
focus from doing to BEING. Join MC4ME (Michigan Collaboration for
Mindfulness in Education) for a half-day of mindfulness practices in a
supportive community, followed by a networking lunch where Saline
High School FCS teacher, Natalie Freeburn, will discuss the
implementation of a stress management elective using mindfulness.
Where: Michigan League (Michigan Room) Ann Arbor 911 N. University
Ave Ann Arbor, MI 48104
When: February 9th 8:30 - 12:30 (Morning only) Optional discussion afterword will go until 2:30.
Please click HERE for more information and to register for this event.

STAY CONNECTED!
Facebook

For more information about upcoming events, job openings, and
other helpful links please see our website or join our facebook page
fcsem.org/

Do you something you'd like to add to the
next FCSEM Newsletter?
Please contact Natalie Freeburn, Newsletter Coordinator, with
exactly what you would like added. Things to consider:
Helpful resources you've tried in your classroom.
Student success stories
Professional Development (online or regional)
Anything else you would like to share!
The next newsletter deadline for the spring is March 22, 2019.
fcsemnewsletter@gmail.com

fcsem.org/

